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לקריאת הניוזלטר בעברית

Call for Projects for Returning Israelis - Renewable Energy Technological 
Entrepreneurship
Capital Nature Investments Company is pleased to announce a Call for Projects, as part of a new 
program for developing potentially-applicable technological projects in the field of renewable energy. The 
program is operated as part of R&D cooperation between the company, the Chief Scientist and the 
Investments Promotion Center of the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labor. The program’s total budget is 
114 million NIS over 5 years, and it operates pursuant to an Israeli governmental decision. 
Capital Nature seeks to invest in potentially applicable technological projects, with an expected duration 
of up two years, and which can influence and change the global market of renewable energy. The 
investment in each project is planned to reach approximately 2.5-3 million NIS, and the company can also 
invest in follow on investments in the project companies.

For more information about this call click here 

New trackers field on Yotvata and a solar panel factory in Eilat
The Matalon Energy Company recently won a tender from the Ministry of Energy and Water Resources 
for establishment of a pioneer project of solar trackers and collectors. The Company has begun working 
on establishment of the project at the new experimental field on Yotvata through the Capital Nature 
Company. The project is testing two related experiments, one of which is looking into a patent in the field 
of solar trackers based upon the principle of constancy in physics, in which the movement of the solar 
tracker is controlled by solar panels, and the movement of the trackers does not require an external 
energy source, but rather utilizes the solar energy itself to propel the trackers. This results in solar 
tracking which produces greater energy than that produced by the solar panels which are installed upon 
it, enabling independent work in the field.
 
The second experiment tested in this pioneer project is in the field of concentration of light on photovoltaic 
panels. While a standard panel contains an average of some 60 photovoltaic cells, in this experiment the 
panels only have 30 cells, but unique reflective material is used on them. This material causes the light to 
"pour" in the form of a sort of trough onto the solar cells, thereby significantly heightening their 
effectiveness. 
This twofold experiment which combines the actions of sophisticated trackers with technology for the 
concentration of light should result in production of the same amount of energy with just half the amount 
of cells. The company expects that the combination of the two systems will result in marked reduction of 
costs, thereby achieving better results for investors.
The pioneer apparatus fans out over 4.5 dunams. Small trackers (two X270 panels), mid-sized trackers 
(six X33.5 panels) and large trackers (X43.5) are spread out over the field. 
 
The Matalon Energy Company also recently established recently established a solar panel factory in the 
southern city of Eilat. The company is renting a structure, but the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labor 
has approved the building of a more suitable structure in the city's industrial area. Small amounts of 
panels have been manufactured initially, but the final goal is to manufacture both large panels and small 
panels (for controlling the process of following the trackers), which will be independently produced Israeli 
made products.
The machines are already in place, and three workers have begun the preliminary, experimental 
production process for the above-mentioned small amounts of panels. The Company foresees 
development in the coming year with the move to the permanent structure, and plans to employ an 
additional seven workers.

A new worker has joined the Sun Valley
Welcome to Eran Cohen, newly employed by the AUG solar start-up. Cohen is a mechanical engineering 
graduate of Ben Gurion University, and began working for AUG in November. We wish him the best of 
good luck.

New Regional Cooperation Center for Research and Development and Renewable 
Energy
Renovation and expansion has begun on the building containing the central R&D Center for development 
and research, with emphasis upon renewable energies, in the Arava. Beginning of renovation and 
enlargement of the Regional Cooperation Center was made possible thanks to the support of the 
Regional Cooperation Ministry, which contributed some ILS 4 million, and to the matching sum received 
by JNF USA, and independent additions to the budget. At the first stage the building will include 11 
offices, eight laboratories, a meeting room and an auditorium on an area of about 500 m². At the second 
stage an additional 11 laboratories, nine offices and a teaching laboratory will be added, on an area of 
about 550 m². The total area will be approximately 1200 m² (including hallways, stairs, etc.).
The building will be used by the Dead Sea and Arava Science Center and Capital Nature startup 
companies, as well as employees of the Eilat-Eilot Renewable Energy Company.  
The building will also serve as an active, educational gateway to renewable energy, hosting various 
groups which will come to study and experience the field.
The entire project will be erected on the basis of the old Nature and Parks Authority Visitors Center, and 
the building will be a "green" structure (the aim is to completely offset the structure's carbon footprint).
The project's architect is Itai Eshahar from Kibbutz Grofit. Following are a few thoughts on the renovation 
and expansion. 

The Pre-Atidim Renewable Energy program in Eilat
Pre-Atidim, in cooperation with the Eilat-Eilot Renewable Energy Company and the Eilat Municipality, are 
opening a multi-year enrichment program for outstanding students in Eilat.
The program is intended for 30% of the leading students in the peripheral areas of the country who are 
interested in achieving high-level science oriented matriculation certificates. The program includes 
exposure to innovative technologies, lectures by leading lecturers, discussions on crucial subjects and 
experiential tours on renewable energy topics. The program will be initially implemented in the 10th grade 
and will continue until the 12th grade.
The goal of the program is to reinforce feelings of individual capability among the students, to help them 
to improve their educational achievements and to guide them towards academic studies in the fields of 
engineering and the sciences, focusing on topics relevant to the characteristics of the geographical region 
from which they come, so that they will be able to return to their regions after receiving academic training 
in professions which will help to advance the regions.
Participants in the program are exposed to technological studies on the academic level which will lead to 
professional placement and prospects in industry as well as in the IDF's technological units.
The program will begin operating in April 2013.

The Fifth International Eilat-Eilot Renewable Energy Conference
Despite the difficulties encountered as a result of the Israeli Defense operation in the South  and the challenges faced by the Israeli solar 
market, the Eilat-Eilot conference was a great success! Some 1,100 people participated in the conference, and new fields such as smart 
grids and alternative fuels also benefited from significant exposure. Insights from the conference dealt with:
• The economic cost of renewable energy, when approval is obtained, may pave the way to enter the sphere of production of electricity in    
Israel.
• The holistic view and the introduction of new technologies could advance the field
• It became clear that the Israeli market is not yet ready for fuel alternative. The long-term goals and short term investments have to be  
synchronized in order to produce results for the Israeli market. In addition, international partners have to be found and the commercial fuel  
companies also have to take part in the investment market.
• In the field of smart grids the question of why the field is not making a breakthrough was brought up. This is despite the fact that there are  
well established companies and proven technology.
Insights from the conference may be seen at the following address:

haveyoursay.eilatenergy.org 

Click here to see photos from the conference

Click here to see presentations from the conference which has been approved for publication by their lecturers

www.renewable-energy-eilat.org

Created by:

http://www.facebook.com/eilateilot
http://banners.tashtiot.co.il/newsletter_06_heb.html
http://haveyoursay.eilatenergy.org/eilateilot/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=/eilateilot/Home
http://www.renewable-energy-eilat.org/gallery/2012-conference
http://www.renewable-energy-eilat.org/database?keys=EEREC
http://www.renewable-energy-eilat.org/content/call-projects-returning-israelis-renewable-energy-technological-entrepreneurship
http://www.renewable-energy-eilat.org/

	Button 1: 
	Button 2: 
	Button 3: 
	Button 4: 
	Button 5: 
	Button 6: 
	Button 7: 


