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Yahel – the first solar kibbutz
Last month Kibbutz Yahel launched a revolutionary project - solar panels were installed on 70% of the roofs of kibbutz buildings. After an 
investment of some 7.5 million shekels, together the roofs generate some 600 kW of clean electricity. The kibbutz will sell electricity to the 
Electric Company, which will bring in additional income for the residents, and this is after reduction of the general electricity bill (the panels 
protect the roofs from direct sunlight, thereby reducing the temperature in the houses). The national newspaper Ma'ariv, which heard about 
the project prior to its launch, published a comprehensive article, including an interview with our director, Dorit Banet. "This is a complicated 
move... it required upgrading of the old electricity system, replacement of meters and charting of all of the infrastructure. It took much work 
and money, but fit in very well with the solar development". When we began to promote the solar idea, this is not what we envisioned - 
double use of existing infrastructure (roofs) and direct contact between the producer and the consumer. So this step is an additional stage 
in our actions to turn the southern Arava into a Sun Valley. The transformation of Yahel into a kibbutz which exports energy is a huge step in 
the right direction.
Click here to read the article published in Ma'ariv
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Grant to the Economic Company for reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
A grant of 5 million shekels was awarded to the Hevel Eilot Regional Council's Economic Company in the 
framework of competition for allocation of assistance for investment in projects to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, initiated by the Ministry of Industry, Trade & Labor and the Environmental Ministry. 

In the framework of the project to which it has committed the Economic Company will drill holes in order 
to pump out gas buried in the Nimra rubbish dump which it operates. All of the rubbish from the city of 
Eilat and Hevel Eilot is dumped at this site. The Company made a commitment to reduce the amount of 
CO2 by 15,500 tons each year until 2021, for a total of 124 tons during the span of the project. In 
actuality, reduction of CO2 will continue for many years after the end of the project.

Company Director Dovi Goldman: "We are very happy with the assistance which we are receiving for this 
project, which is undoubtedly an environmental need. It's true that burying rubbish is still a necessity, but 
everything that can be done to reduce our environmental footprint should be done. It should be pointed 
out that at the first stage we will burn the gas in a closed torch. I hope that in the future the grant will allow 
us to utilize the gas collected for generation of electricity as well."

Work on establishment of the system is in process and beginning of reduction of gas amounts is expected 
in the third quarter of this year.

Installation of solar lighting along internal roads in the Council
During the past month solar lighting columns were installed in Hevel Eilot. Jonathan Farjun, Regional 
Council engineer, initiated the project. Farjun said that after funds for another project from the 
Transportation Ministry remained, he felt that the best thing to do would be to light up particularly dark 
internal roads. 
 
Solar lighting was installed in a number of places:
• the road behind the Community Center
• the regional clinic
• the Council parking lot
• inside Timna Park (three main intersections)
The solar lighting is given off by 6 m high lighting columns cemented into the ground. Their greatest 
advantage is that there is no need to hook them up to the main electricity grid, which makes the 
installation much simpler, and of course will greatly reduce future costs and expenses.

Farjun additionally noted that in light of the work of Maatz (the National Roads Company of Israel) on 
Route 90 in the region, substituting solar lighting for the existing lighting on this part of the road is under 
consideration

National Service year focusing on renewable energy
At the end of May young people from all over the country who are going to contribute of year of 
community service to the Toronto Jewish community prior to their Army service visited the region. The 
youngsters were carefully chosen by the Jewish Agency, which operates the project. As part of the 
preparatory process for the year of service they visited the region, toured the renewable energy facilities 
and took part in experiential workshops at the school's greenhouse on Kibbutz Yotvata which contains 
many facilities for learning about renewable energy. Part of their role in Toronto will be to present the 
subject of renewable energy to the Jewish community as it is realized in Israel in general and in the 
southern Arava in particular. During the 2012-2013 school year the young people will establish and 
supervise a network of communication between students in Toronto and in the region, based upon the 
subject of renewable energy. We wish them all success during the coming year of service.

Renewable energy course for tourism personnel
This month a new training course concluded, one which we initiated, with the cooperation of the Hevel 
Eilot Economic Company. The course was launched under the title Desert Agriculture, Renewable Energy 
and the Tourism Potential in Eilat and the Southern Arava. The aim of the course is to provide the area's 
guides with additional knowledge in these fields. In light of the many new sites for visitors in the fields of 
both desert agriculture and renewable energy, we felt that it would be a good thing to encourage local 
tourist guides to bring tour groups to the related sites. It should be noted that the course was provided 
free of charge to anyone wishing to attend, and was funded by the Ministries of Agriculture and Tourism. 
We plan to implement additional courses in other fields during the year. For information on courses and 
seminars which we offer, visit our Internet site for updates.
Click here to view photos from the tourism course (on our Facebook page)

Eilat - the first green city in Israel! 
During the month of June the General Secretary of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) sent his recommendations to the division for regional development. These 
recommendations, which were written after a series of comprehensive studies, maintain that Eilat should 
be turned into the first green city in Israel.

One of the key elements of this project will be making the existing hotels in Eilat energy efficient, using 
government funding (either direct or indirect). Funding for this process could initially come from the 
government, and could be returned through future reduction of costs due to energy saving accruing to the 
hotel owners. In this way public buildings could also be made energy efficient, as well as schools and the 
hospital, industrial buildings and more. Similarly, the transportation field could also "go electric". To 
complete the initiative, the report recommends formulating a program that could be approved by 
businesses as green businesses, as well as for training and for the approval of employees who are 
themselves residents of the city.

The report goes further than making recommendations in everything connected to Eilat, but also deals 
with all of the elements which need to be reinforced for development of the field of clean tech by 
governments and local and private entities to this end, as well as with the experience customarily required 
for strengthening innovation in Israel in general and in the field of clean tech in particular.

Click here for more comprehensive information about the report
Click here for the executive summary of the report

Additional support for the renewable energy project in the Negev 
Last week representatives of ten North American federations, which have come together in an entity 
called the Negev Group, visited Israel. The visit was made as a result the their decision to support three 
significant projects in the Negev, including our project - renewable energy in the Arava. The support for 
the project includes assisting in establishment of an Israeli technological pilot facility. Recompense for the 
electricity generated from this facility to the electricity grid (in accordance with determination of rates) will 
go into a fund shared by us - the Renewable Energy Company and the Jewish agency. This fund is 
intended for financial investment in outstanding science education in the Negev.
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