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Fourth Renewable Energy 
Conference
The extremely successful fourth Renew-
able Energy Conference, ended about 
two month ago. There were 1700 partici-
pants at the conference, including 300 at-
tendees from abroad (double the number 
of participants from abroad last year). 
The Ministry of Industry, Trade and La-
bor and the Foreign Ministry were ac-
tive partners in bringing delegations and 
senior personnel to the conference from 
many different countries.

Evan Cooperman from Toronto, together 
with Udi Gat, the head of the Regional 
Council, awarded the prize bearing the 
name of the late Bryan Medwed to the 
Arava Power Company for being a sig-
nificant factor in the development of 
renewable energy in Eilat and Hevel Ei-
lot. The company has offices in Eilat at 
which residents from the region are em-
ployed, and it is currently completing the 
installation of the first 5 megawatt solar 
field in Israel at Kibbutz Ketura, as well 
as working to advance another five fields 
on five more kibbutzim at the Arava. 
The company has become one of the big-

gest and strongest companies in Israel. 
Ketura holds 26% of the company stock, 
KKL holds 10% and Siemens holds 40%.

Ministers who attended the confer-
ence: Infrastructure, Agriculture, 
the Deputy Prime Minister, Indus-
try, Trade and Labor, the Minister of 
Energy from Senegal and the Deputy 
Minister of Energy from the United 
States.

Following are two examples of feedback 
we received after the conference:

1.  Professor Bryan Carny, expert on wa-
ter and energy nexus, from the Civil En-
gineering Dept. at Toronto University:  
Just wanted to send a warm note of 
thanks for the fantastic time in Eilat, 
It was a special memorable, and well 
organized time, and a delight to me in 
all respects. So many THANKS indeed 
to all!
  
Warm regards,  
Bryan
2. Israel Shamai, Chair of the Eu-
reka Directorate, MATIMOP Israel: 
Dorit, Noam, Shalom, 
On behalf of the Eureka Director-
ate and guests at the conference, I 
would like to thank you for the ex-
cellent cooperation prior to and dur-
ing the conferences held in Eilat.   
I have no doubt that our decision to 
hold the conferences one after the other 
was of great value to each conference, 
and enabled us to leverage Eureka’s 
Cleantek initiative through participa-
tion in the discussions, meetings with 
other companies and professional tours 
in the region. We hope that the Europe-
an presence in Eilat-Eilot will bear fruit 
in the near future through cooperation 
with Israeli industry.
 
Sincerely yours, 
Israel Shamai

Education: 
1st International renewable energy 
youth conference and competition
This year an international youth confer-
ence and competition took place two 

days before the main conference. 32 
young people from all over the world 
took part in the conference (16 of 
whom were from Israel); they were 
carefully chosen in cooperation with the 
international entity “Network for Youth 
Excellence” and with the Eilat campus 
of Ben Gurion University. The students 
on the team that won first place were Suf 
Golan from Kibbutz Samar, Sapir Habu-
sha from the Beersheva area and Neil 
Neil Rokhulia from India, for the idea of 
energy storage called “Flywheel Energy 
Storage”. The team of judges included 
researchers and academics from univer-

sities and industries in the field; the edu-
cational institutions were pleased with 
the process and the results, and will be 
happy to continue cooperating during the 
coming years. It’s important to note both 
the steering committee members and the 
judges volunteered their time.
In addition to the panel of judges, 
seven students studying renewable en-
ergy, chemistry and physics from three 
Israeli universities provided professional 
supervision for the participants through-
out the competition. This afforded them 
an opportunity to get to know the region, 
including meetings with local research-
ers to learn about the options available in 

Opening Plenary Session of the conference

Evan Cooperman awards the 'Bryan Medwed' 
prize to APC
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Youth conference paticipants at "Maale 
Shacharut" high school 
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the field in the region. 
Following are quotes from some of the 
feedback which we received: 
Una’s father from Croatia 

Dear Naama,
Una is home. We are finally at rest. 
That’s the way parents are. Especially 
when their bird leaves the nest for the 
first time. Una is delighted with Israel 
and full of praise for you!
She can’t stop telling us all things 
she experienced and keeps telling us 
that she is going back to Israel lat-
est in two years J Thank you for 
this wonderful opportunity for Una, 
for your hospitality and care.
Sincerely,
 Jagoda and Predrag

Adam from Hungary
Dear Naama, 
I have attached our presentation! 
And... thank you for everything, this 
was one of the best weeks of my life! :)
Best wishes,
Adam

Lesson given to students of the 
Mitzpeh Yam School in Eilat by 
Infrastructure Minister Dr. Uzi 
Landau
Infrastructure Minister Dr. Uzi Landau 
came to the “Mitzpeh Yam” School in 
Eilat during the conference in order to 

teach a lesson on renewable energy.
An educational program that was drawn 

up with the help of funding from Toronto 
is being implemented at the school this 
year, and the Minister came to teach the 
students as part of the program’s activi-
ties. The students, who are already quite 
proficient in the subject, were excited by 
the visit and enjoyed the excellent lesson 
given by the Minister. 

The Eilat educational system is very 
proud of the accomplishments of its 
students, and this was also noted by the 
Minister. 
We will make this lesson a traditional 
part of the Eilat-Eilot conference, in 
order for students in the city to benefit 
and be exposed to high-ranking decision 
makers in the field, as part of their educa-
tion towards becoming citizens who ac-
tively participate in society.

The Capital Nature Technology 
Center

The company began working on Novem-
ber first  2010. Noam Ilan is employed 
by the company as the vice president for 
business development. The company is 
energetically looking for companies to 
come to the region. Up to the present 
moment 121 requests to join the pro-
gram have been received: 48 of the re-
quests have been rejected, 10 are on the 
waiting list, 61 are in the examination 
process and two requests are in the final 
process prior to approval. The aim is to 
find four companies for  investments 
by the end of 2011 and to bring the proj-
ects and workers to the Arava.

The “SHICUN & BINUY” Company 
will start building in June 2011 a ther-
mo-solar energy project.  This project 
will employ an additional worker in 
the region: Sergio, an environmental 
engineer, came to the region with his 
family as part of the First Home in the 
Homeland project. He wanted to come 
to a region which offered work in the 
field of renewable energy, and has come 
to live on Kibbutz Yahel. He is currently 
settling into his job as site manager.

The Technological Verification Center: the 
Standards Institute of Israel would like to 
turn the Verification Center into the Insti-
tute’s southern branch for solar energy. 
The Institute is currently ordering market 
research to examine the necessity of the 
Verification Center. Making this survey is 
crucial to receipt of financial support on 
the sum of 6 NIS million from the Treasury 
for professional upgrading of the Center. 

Dr. Landau with Eilat's Educational Managment

Dr. Landau teaching at "Mitzpe Yam" school

PV of various companies and dust testling
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Installations of the pilot established at 
the Technological Verification Center 
during the past months

Solar Installations
The Eilat Municipality approved 20,500 
sq m this year for solar installations, 
which together generate about 2 
megawatts of electricity. The income 
from the electricity generated is divided 
between the residents, providing 
residents and businesses in the city with 

welcome additional income.

On Ketura establishment of the first 
ground-based solar field in Israel is being 
completed; the station will produce 
4.8 megawatts of electricity. Young 
members from Ketura are working on 
the field together with professional APC 
employees.

The installations in Eilat together with 
the installations in the Arava already 
provide 7% of the energy consumption 
in the region – which no other place in 
the country does – well done!! J

Academia
Arava Institute

1.   Conducting research on the use of 
metals to store solar energy
2. Conducting research on “Self-
Cleaning Solar Panels with Electro-
dynamic Screens for Desert Installa-
tions” with Boston and Tel Aviv Uni-
versities
3.  Research on “Passive Cooling of 
PV Panels to Increase Efficiency” 
with the German Jordanian Univer-
sity
4.   Research on the hydrogen produc-
tion from metallic wastes

Conferences and workshops (CREEC 
was one of the organizers for):
1.   Solar Energy for Gaza and Sderot 
Conference
2.   Gaza Sderot from Crisis to sus-
tainability

Arava & Dead Sea Research Center
 

1. Dr. Jeremy Miler, a British oleh (new im-
migrant) who recently completed a post-
doc at Tel Aviv University, will be joining 
the team as a photovoltaic researcher.  He 
is going  to move to the region on  July. 
2. Dr. Gabi Banet has received funding 
to expand his research into thermophilic 
algae as a fuel source. Dr. Banet's labora-
tory is located at the Ma'aleh Shacharut 
Regional School, allowing students to 

observe cutting-edge research first hand.  
3.Dr. Ilan Stavi, who joined the Center 
last summer, has begun researching py-
rolysis of date branches, a significant ag-
ricultural waste in the region. Dr. Stavi 
has submitted several grant proposals 
together with partners from the other re-
search centers.

General Information
The following are currently taking place:
●  150 new settlers bought homes in the 
Be’er Ora settlement. Some houses are 
available for renting, which provides 
new housing options for new settlers 
coming to the region in light of develop-
ment in the renewable energy field.
●  We are preparing to draw up a pro-
gram for establishment of a branch of the 
tourism industry in the region, specializ-
ing in renewable energy.
●  We are beginning to update the stra-
tegic plan for renewable energy in the 
region, focusing on expanding and rein-
forcing options for demographic 
●  We are publishing a tender for a da-
tabase manager with funds that we re-
ceived from the Ministry of Science in 
order to promote an interactive Internet 
site that will serve as an international in-
formation center for renewable energy. 

HAG ATZMAUT SAMEAH

CPV of Verilite Co.

The first ground-based solar field in Israel, located on Kibbutz Ketura

Solaris Co. CPV on water during efficiency test


