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What's new in the Eilat-Eilot forum on renewable energy policy:
The forum, the first of its kind in Israel, took place on February 22-23, and was a resounding success. Some 350 participants took part in 17 
different workshops on sustainable energy matters. Visitors were also able to attend the festive launch for 'Shikun & Binui's experimental 
thermo-solar facility.
We would like to begin by thanking all of the leaders in the field who ran fascinating, relevant workshops, and who also and perhaps more 
significantly, contributed to formulation of position papers which will help us lead the field in Israel during the coming years. We like to 
additionally thank the leaders, Tashtiot company and SIT for their great contribution, the extra hours they put in and their outstanding 
willingness to be of assistance. We invite you to peruse the special magazine which we published following the forum, with interesting articles 
on the events of its two content-rich days, as well as detailed summaries of the workshops. 
To read the Eilat-Eilot forum magazine
To read the detailed summaries of the workshops
To the forum photo gallery
To watch the greeting sent by Energy Minister Uzi Landau to the forum's guests
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A new employee at the Initiative
Avital Rosen joined us last month as a community coordinator. Avital was born on Kibbutz Ketura. Her job is to 
coordinate the field of community, education and vocational training. Among her responsibilities will be to create 
activities which will raise awareness in the community to the field of renewable energy, bringing information and 
connecting residents to this unique project through what is happening in their own backyards, as well as helping 
professionals in the field who come to live in the Arava with their families acclimate to their new homes. She will 
also be responsible for education programs in the formal education system and for formulating vocational 
training on a national level for various different sectors in the fields of knowledge connected to sustainable 
energy. We wish her the best of luck!

1. Opening of an experimental thermo-solar facility
The first of its kind in Israel, by 'Shikun & Binui'. The site is located on Kibbutz Yotvata, in the Ardom industrial area, 
north of the Eilat-Eilot Renewable Energy Initiative's offices. At this facility the radiation of the sun is concentrated 
by metallic parabolic troughs which are covered with mirrors, and directed to a central pipe in which thermal oil 
flows in a closed circuit. The energy accumulated is transferred by way of the oil to a system in a way which creates 
steam through which energy can be generated. 'Shikun & Binui' are also planning to establish end point systems 
which will enable implementation of a series of experiments which will prove the efficiency of the system as 
required by future projects which the company is currently promoting.
To watch the video clip on this facility on the Ynet site

2. Establishment of a BetterPlace battery swap station at the petrol station on Yotvata. 
The company, which operates all over the world, has entered the Israeli car market and is now marketing and 
operating charging stations for electric cars throughout the country. 

3. Growing castor oil plants 
The Bio-fuel Company, together with Kibbutz Yotvata and the Eilat-Eilot Regional Council's Economic Company, 
are currently in the final stages of launching an enterprise for growing castor oil plants in order to produce 
bio-diesel. The program began some four years ago and is now in its final stages in which the aim is to seed an 
area of 150 dunams, which will serve as the preliminary experimental field. The program's executors will monitor 
the plants in order to observe their response to the water and weather of the southern Arava. It should be noted 
that the castor oil plant is very suitable for production of bio-diesel and there is no need for conversion of 
vehicles, particularly tractors, in order to use it. The bio-diesel produced from castor oil is an alternative for all 
types of diesel fuel and can therefore greatly reduce pollution in agricultural fields. In addition, there may be 
another advantage for local industry in the Timna mines if the mining equipment is fueled by castor oil, which 
would significantly reduce the amount of poison gases which accumulate in the work area. We wish all of those 
involved much luck in this endeavor.

The Israel Electric Company is reinforcing the electricity flow in Eilat and the Arava:
In order to connect the solar fields which are currently being planned and built in the Arava, the Israel Electric 
Company has included the upgrading of the Yotvata alternate power station (conduction from the low voltage 
network to the high-voltage network) in the work programs for 2012, so that the stations will be able to connect 
efficiently to the distribution lines and from there to send electrical current to the conduction pipes. The Electric 
Company has at the same time taken upon itself the building of a new alternate power station, for the large solar 
field on Ketura. In order to implement this endeavor as well as other work connected to conducting electricity in 
the region, the Electric Company has brought Rami Bar-Niv and his family down to the Arava. We hope that they 
will soon feel at home here and that the work on upgrading reception of electricity in the divided network will help 
the solar fields to send electrical current to the network.

Increased investments in companies dealing with renewable energy:
The Capital Nature Company has made investments in the two first companies in the framework of the 
investment track for startups in the field of renewable energy:
1. Solarify Co. - which works on improving the efficiency of solar cells
2. GEM Solar Co. - which develops innovative processes for more efficient production of solar panels
The companies are currently working on recruiting employees to come and work in the Arava as part of 
realization of the vision to create a center for development and for brainstorming. The GEM Co. has already 
recruited a senior physicist who will be moving to the region shortly in order to direct activities in its laboratory.

Approval for new solar fields in the region:
Hevel Eilot continues to serve as a role model for the world in leading the way in the field of solar energy. In 
addition to an experimental solar field of 4.95 MW on Kibbutz Yotvata, the first of its kind in the field, the Arava 
Power Co. is planning six additional projects which will be established in the Hevel Eilot region. Work on most of 
these projects will begin before the end of 2012. The new projects are:
• Yotvata:  6.8 MW
• Grofit: 6.4 MW
• Lotan: 7 MW
• Neve Harif: 6.39 MW
• Ketura: 40 MW
 
The sum total for the fields to be established in the Arava is 78.54 MW (including the already existing field on 
Ketura). In order to understand this number in the correct perspective, peak energy consumption in Eilat during 
the summer months is 120 MW. Production of solar energy in the Arava will significantly reduce dependence of 
the city of Eilat on expensive and polluting fuels during daytime hours in the summer.

John Kahn, director of the Arava Power Co., explains that "these projects, with a total of 78.4 MW of green, clean 
energy, will create numerous jobs during the establishment period, and will brand Hevel Eilot and the Arava as 
Israel's Sun Valley. We are proud of our outstanding partners in the Arava, who understand the great importance 
of solar energy and the many advantages which this energy will bring to the residents of Hevel Eilot and of the 
entire country".

* Many thanks to Ilana Lutsky on her contribution to preparation of this article.

For additional information please contact the Arava Power Co.:
Email: mailto:info@aravapower.com
Website: www.aravapower.com

A visit from the JNF chairman
Russell Robinson, Chairman of the Jewish National Fund, and the staff of the Jewish Agency, visited the region 
and learned about the renewable energies project with the aim of examining options for raising funds to reinforce 
the project in order to leverage regional development. The visit took place as part of the efforts of Regional 
Council Head Udi Gat to recruit new partners for the field of energy, and particularly funding partners for the 
establishment of the structure for the Center for Scientific Research and Development of Renewable Energy. 
During the visit Russell Robinson described the Sun Valley for Renewable Energy project, and tours were held of 
the 'Shikun & Binui' project, the verification center on Ketura and the first solar fields in Israel on Kibbutz Ketura. 
As a result of the visit, it was decided that the JNF would establish a special work team for examining the 
possibility of taking on the field as a new fund raising topic.

Three new projects in the region:
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